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“PARADISE CITY” ISN'T ALL ROSES FOR AXL 
ROSE: TAKING UNWANTED PHOTOS OFF THE NET 

 A photograph of Axl Rose, famed lead vocalist of the band Guns N’ Roses, has 
recently become one of the most prevalent memes circulating the internet. The picture was 
taken by Boris Minkevich, of the Winnipeg Free Press,  in 2010 while covering a Guns N’ 
Roses concert. Denizens of the Internet have used this image of an overweight Axl Rose to 
create comical memes such as:  “Take me down to the bakery city/Where the pies have 
cream and the cakes are tasty” and “Remember the 80s….Axl Rose ate them.”   
 Unpleased with the recent onslaught of Internet jokes at his expense, Rose has filed 
several takedown notices with Google in an attempt to put a stop to the memes. The lead 
singer is asserting that, under the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA), he has a 
right to force Google to take the images down. 
 The pressing issue to be determined is who actually has ownership in the 
photograph. The DMCA permits the owner of the copyright protected content to request 
that it be taken down by an entity lacking proper permission to publish the content. The 
dilemma here is that Axl Rose claims he is the copyright owner while the Winnipeg Free Press also asserts that 
they are entitled to copyright.   By default, the one who takes the photo is entitled to the copyrights. 

However, Axl Rose’s ownership claim lies in his assertion that all official 
photographers at his shows must sign contracts that transfer copyright 
ownership to him. Minkevich claims he does not remember if he signed such a 
contract when he took the photograph in 2010. 
Irrespective of in whose favor the dispute is resolved and what happens with 

the takedown notices, it is unlikely the images will truly disappear. As is a well-known truth today, nothing on 
the Internet truly ever dies.  
 Share your opinion on this trademark law issue with us. And, as always, if you have any 
patent, trademark, copyright, or other intellectual property related questions, don’t hesitate to 
contact us by calling: (310) 276-6664. 


