
 

Today, the U.K. Supreme Court 
issued a ruling that enhanced 
speech rights of it’s citizens on 
the internet. 
 
Traditionally, you could get into 
a lot of trouble for things you 
said about others on 
networking sites such as 
facebook and twitter. If the 
comments you made were not 
true and caused harm to 
another, you may be found 
liable for defamation.  
 
When this happens, you may 
incur monetary damages if you 
didn’t have a valid defense.  

The defense of “fair comment” exists 
in U.K. law to protect people from 
libel but only if they spelled out facts 
on which their opinions were based. 
This is so that readers could judge if it 
was a fair opinion or not. 
 
This is fine and well, but what about 
sites like twitter and facebook that 
limit you to around 140 words? Lord 
Phillips of the U.K. Court rewrote the 
requirement to read that the comment 
must “explicitly or implicitly indicate, 
at least in general terms, the facts on 
which it is based”. This broadens the 
doctrine because people can now 
merely imply the facts on which their 
opinion is based. 
 
It will be interesting to see what, if 
any, effect this has on US law.  
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 At the Omni legal group we strive to give useful 
advice our customers can afford. Don’t be fooled 
into thinking legal advice is unattainable at a 
budget. 

Please contact us to schedule a free consultation 
at (310) 276- OMNI. 
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